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Hi-Jack 
There are four players that kept people hostage in 2009 of which everyone has raised 
expectations. The PopCorn Hour C-200 based on Sigma SMP8643, the Dune BD Prime 3.0 based 
on Sigma SMP8642, the DviCo TViX M-6600N based on RealTek 1283 and not in the least the 
¸ǳƛ·· ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ LƴǘŜƭΩǎ ŎƘƛǇΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ Dune BD Prime 3.0 on our table we have three of the 4 most 
exciting players at the moment. HDI has grown in respect over time despite a rough start right 
here at MPC but in the end with updates managed to become to easiest player without limiting 
the user with a great interface and good options. It went into history as the first Hybrid that could 
handle BD as well, original sources and backed up sources. With the HDI 3.0, the competition with 
the C-200 from PCH becomes reality and if Dune BD Prime can perform well and keep things 
simple (unlike the C-200 which is mixing too much for my personal taste), the HDI certainly will 
have a chance to surpass the C-нлл ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜ ǿŀȅǎΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀƭƭ ǊƻƭƭƛƴƎΧ 
 

Dune BD Prime 3.0 (V1.1) 



Dune BD Prime 3.0 

Dune BD Prime 3.0 is like the earlier model looking 
ŀǎ ŀ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 5±5 ƻǊ .5 ǇƭŀȅŜǊΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ƻƴŜ 
of the benefits of the unit as mostly we get square 
or rectangular boxes (Mede8er, DviCo, Xtreamer), 
2 story high blocks (C-нллύΦ hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ 
ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ƴƻǊƳŀƭ ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ .5 
Prime models. 
 

 
 
Sleek and sexy looking, the Dune BD Prime 3.0 
integrates a little display and power button on the 
left frontal fascia and operational buttons on the 
right. A proud Blu-Ray drive is sitting in the middle. 
 

 
 
The rear end will impress with its 7.1 analog 
output besides the more usual optical and coaxial. 
HDMI 1.3, gbit network (no more module adding 
costs), 2 USB hosts and an eSata connector, 
component + composite make up for your 
possibilities to hook up the unit to TV or AVR. The 
power supply is integrated which avoids the need 
of an adapter which we like as well. 

On the right side of the unit, as with the earlier 
ƳƻŘŜƭΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ¦{. ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜΦ hƴ ǘƘŜ 
opposite side of the player is room for a small fan 
which can be added however seems unneeded 
given the unit comes standard as a passively 
cooled system. 
 
For box contents, we get the player, batteries, 
remote control, HDMI cable and composite cable. 
A quick start guide and manual shall be included 
όŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ǳƴƛǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎǳƛŘŜǎ ŀƴŘ Ŏŀƴ 
download these online). 
 
¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǘΩǎ ƛǎ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ by Sigma SMP8642 running 
at 667MHz, 512MB memory, 1GB flash system 
flash and an extra 1GB flash for playback of BD ς
Live titles. 
 
Size of the unit is standard player size, 42xm 
width, 26cm depth and 5cm height. Overall the 
unit is good as quality is concerned, we see no 
obvious mistakes. Cooling is inactive as there is no 
fan by default however, if you prefer, one can be 
fitted inside the unit. The units are however sealed 
and void warranty if you would attempt this. This 
is kind of an open invitation to break the warranty. 
 
¢ƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ŦƛǘǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ нΦрέ ƘŀǊŘ ŘǊƛǾŜ 
however also here, the modification should be 
provided by the reseller instead of doing it 
yourself to prevent damage or loss of warranty. 
 
¦ƴƭƛƪŜ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǊ ƳƻŘŜƭǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻ ǊƻƻƳ ŦƻǊ 
expansion slots like we had before however 
ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ŀ Ƴƛƴƛ t/L ǎƭƻǘ available. I 
wonder if support for Wireless will be supported 
by USB sticks or by this mini PCI add-ƻƴΦ ²ŜΩƭƭ ǘǊȅ 
and answer that along the review. 
 
The power button in front can be toggled on and 
off and everything feels firm. While the player has 
ƴƻ άǿƻǿέ ŦŀŎǘƻǊ ƛƴ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ όǇǊŜǘǘȅ ƳǳŎƘ ǎǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ 
ƭƻƻƪύΣ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘǊŀŎǘƛǾŜƭȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜΦ 

Setup and Menus 

HDI stuck to its simple interface as far as menus 
are concerned. The main menu icons and layout 
ŀǊŜ ǳƴŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŦŀŎŜ 
was one of the strong holders of the earlier 
models.  
 

 
 
The setup section contains the categories where 
we can alter settings and these are quite deep 
however several do not contain many options to 
change. The overview is clear and well organized. 
 

 
 
General settings contain 
the interface language 
and Screen Saver timeout 
interval which can be set 
from 10 seconds up to 1 
hour. The languages 

available include English, French, German, Dutch, 
wǳǎǎƛŀƴ ŀƴŘ м ƻǘƘŜǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǊŜŀŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ 
HDI decided to use the original language on the 
interface. 

The GBIT operation is experimental 
considering Sigma does not officially 
support GBIT networking however we 
seen it operate on earlier models and 
newer models just fine. The advanced 
playback accelerator in the player 
consists of enhancing code for 
streaming in the SDK and the firmware 
so performance for streaming is 
brilliant and fluent on a 100 mbit 
network which caused HDI months of 
time to develop, according to the info. 



²Ƙŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƭƻŀŘ 
άŎǳǎǘƻƳέ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜǎΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ǘƘǳǎ ǇǊŜǇ ŀ ŦƛƭŜ ǘƘŜ ǳƴƛǘ 
can load with your language, it seems that can be 
done. (Procedure available here) 
 

 
 

 
 
Video sections allow the 
usual settings for output 
ranging from PAL and 
NTSC up to 1080p. What is 
well done is the settings 
for 24p and on top of that 

auto frame rate can be set as well which more 
advanced users will please. 
 

 

Aspect ratio and video connection can be selected 
here as well between analog and digital outputs. 
 

 
 

 
 

Audio settings include the 
activation of digital and 
analog output. Good to 
know is that the Dune BD 
Prime 3.0 is capable of 
DTS down mixing in case 
ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƻǿƴ an AVR. 

Even more important for an HD player is the fact 
Dune BD Prime 3.0 can handle multichannel 
decoding of all HD audio formats that really matter 
including DTS-HD HRA, DTS HD Master Audio and 
Dolby TrueHD both over the 7.1 outputs or as 
PCM. 
 
Indirectly, this is important for the PiP functions 
and secondary audio features which require 
decoding two streams so this makes the Dune BD 
Prime 3.0 a full 7.1 audio capable BD player. 
Something the competition is not capable off due 
to having made different choices. 

Blu-Ray Audio, which can be set to Best Quality 
and PiP support. 
 

Nothing fancy in the 
network settings besides 
the usual DHCP or fixed 
IP address that can be 
chosen and the 
activation of wired or 
wireless operation. 

Wireless is not integrated by default and requires 
a USB Wlan dongle which is supported by HDI. 
(Currently DWA-140 D-Link only) 
 
When using wireless, you can set security from 
none, the simple 64 and 128 WEP encryption up to 
the more advanced WPA2 AES/TKIP. What does 
not happen is scanning for available Wireless 
connections yet. The SSID must be manually 
entered. 
 

 
 

 
 
{ŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀǊŜ Ŝŀǎȅ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
doing however I rather see auto scanning for wlan. 

http://dune-hd.com/firmware/languages/


Applications are important 
on every player and I made 
myself famous for stating 
άƴƻǘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ƳŜŘƛŀ 
player a weak replacement 
ŦƻǊ t/έ ōȅ ŀŘŘƛƴƎ ǘƻƻ ƳǳŎƘ 
stuff into the unit which 

draws away attention from its main core.  HDI in 
my opinion found the perfect balance in what to 
do and what not to do despite demand from a 
small group of users. 
 

 
 
IPTV, Internet Radio, Torrent program, Photo 
Viewer and Network Browser are the applications 
that are available for which several settings can be 
made. 
 
IPTV can be enabled and disabled as far as 
showing it on the main screen is concerned. These 
options prevent the main screen from clutter for 
items you do not wish to use. Great stuff! Same 
option to show up on the main screen or not is 
here for the Internet Radio application and the 
Network Browser. This last one, the Network 
browser is important to scan for shares on the 
network automatically. 
 
Torrent options, the service can be started or 
stopped in case you want to use it. Selection to 
show on the main screen is available, can start 
when the player is powered on, deactivate 
download on startup, port setting, max number of 
peers and finally max download and upload. 

 
 

 
 
For the Photo Viewer, we can set an interval 
ranging from 1 second up to a whole day and 
select between 14 effects that spice up our 
slideshow. 
 

 
 
Appearance has become 
more important than ever 
and HDI build further upon 
the system introduced 
previously with allowing icon 
view or list view in simple 

and advanced mode. This system allows other 
programs to prepare images for all your movies 
and few systems have made their name being 
aȅaƻǾƛŜǎΣ ƛ5ǳƴŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜΧ ²Ŝ 
recommend looking at the forums for information 
as it makes the system quite a bit more appealing 
ǘƻ ōǊƻǿǎŜΧ 
 

 
 
Besides the selection of icons or lists for browsing, 
the same selection can be made for the setup 
menu or the main menu along with some other 
minor options on how the interface should look. 
 

This setting contains no less 
than 5 subcategories we run 
over briefly. Encodings is 
where we set the encoding 
for the player, optical drive 
options allow setting auto 

start for BD and audio CD or DVD. We can enable 
time sync with an online server or change some 
system settings which include: 
 

¶ Fast Disk Access 

¶ BD PlayBack improvements 

¶ BD bitstream improvements 

¶ Experimental GBIT operation 
 
[ŀǎǘ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘέ ǎŜǘǘƛƴƎǎ ŀƭǘƘƻǳƎƘ 
these should not scare you at all. The Dune BD 
Prime 3.0 integrates the ability to make 
screenshots with the player and the button used 
for this is the EJECT button. This button can be 



toggled in the advanced settings to either eject the 
tray or make a screenshot on the internal hard 
drive or attached USB should no internal drive be 
used. Moreover, the screenshot type can be set to 
PNG or BMP, whichever you prefer. 
 

 
 
Other settings in the advanced section: 
 

1. Hide System Files 
2. Enter button on file (Play file / playlist) 
3. Play button on file (Play file / playlist) 
4. Enter on DVD folder (Play DVD / Open 

folder / Ask User) 
5. Enter button on BD folder  (Play DVD / 

Open folder / Ask User) 
6. Power button (Stand By / Off) 
7. Remote control Type 

 
CƛƴŀƭƭȅΣ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǘƘŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
read up on some information 
for your player on the 
information screen. 
 

 

The info screen shows the usual firmware version, 
free memory for the 2GB internal FLASH drive and 
the IP address. What is lacking is HDD status for 
the internal hard drive. I also not found any 
formatting options and tools that allow me to 
check for errors but we can find HDD info 
ŜƭǎŜǿƘŜǊŜΧ 
 
As with the earlier units, the HDI makes use of 
popup menus for administering your shares and 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘŜŘ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΣ ŎƻǇȅ ŦƛƭŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ƻƴΧ ²ƘŜƴ 
using this menu on the hard disk, following are the 
options. 
 

 
 
We can check the partition, format the partition, 
format disk so the items needed are covered and 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ Ǉƭŀƛƴ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
ready when needed. We consider this crucial 
considering the end user is not supposed to take 
oǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜΧ CƻǊƳŀǘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘŜŘ ƛǎ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ 
EXT2 only. 
 
That concludes the setup options where we mainly 
miss out on audio settings separately for DTS, AC3, 
²a! tǊƻ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎƻƳŜΧ hǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŀǘΣ 
everything is here we can think off and is 
ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άƳǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜέΦ IŀǊŘǿŀǊŜ ǿƛǎŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ 
satisfied except for the remote which has become 
a bit less quality compared to the earlier model. It 
has become smaller but has gotten more buttons 
which are placed differently than the earlier 
models and might have a little learning curve for 
users acquainted with the Dune BD Prime 1.  Main 

changes are including more buttons for functions 
as repeat, shuffle and dedicated BD activities. The 
remote has however not only gained buttons, it 
has lost the fluorescent buttons which helped 
operating the unit in the dark better. Other than 
that, we are totally satisfied. 
 

 
 
We leave it up to you if you owned an earlier 
model to decide if you think it is better or not. 
Tastes vary. 


