VRDIA FLATARE &+ FRLYRIEN

Novatron IAMM NTR83

Hi-Jack

Another combination is made with the NTR83 and it goes little further than the competi
While integrating a DB tuner and supporting the usual EPG and time shifting functions,
NTR takes you deeper into the world of recording with its SCART anpoSite inputs allowing
to connect analog devices to the unit and record from them. In addition, the NTR83 seeks
an equal to stand alone media players providing regular digital abilities from DivX playback

MKV and yes, also DVD ISO. Whethefttewy o Ol y K2t R Y& Ay dSNE
inside this review.




Novatron IAMM NTR83

Novatron might not be the
most familiar name on the
market however several of
their models in the past
have been looked at and
passed MPC with decen
scores. The company however concentrated on
the OEM market and now comes back with
launching products directly into the market,
amongst whom we find the Novatron IAMM
NTR83, the new flagship of their current product
line.

The stylish looking NTR83 willrely appeal to
many with its V shape in front and the integrated
color display. On top of the unit, several
operational buttons are integrated which in
combination with the display, allow easy access to
navigate the unit although it can as well be used to
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color TFT, be it with limited character count.

The rear is impressive featuring every possible
connection you can possibly need including HDMI
1.3, component and composite F\Adeo, optical,
dual USBhost, USB slave, lan (10/100), AV input
and SCART input. It clearly shows the IAMM NTR83
is more than just a player and can handle
recording as well either from DVB or analog
devices connected to the SCART / AV input. The
DVBT antenna features in and taut, do not
mistake these for analog broadcast as this is not
supported.

A small fan in the rear keeps the unit cool but is
unfortunately quite audible, compared to similar
units. A more silent or even passive cooling system
would be better for living rom use.

The unit integrates a HD DVB T tuner supporting
H.264/MPEG 4 broadcast and features scheduling,
time shifting and EPG provided over BV.BFor a
media player, the usual specifications apply with
supporting the regular formats from MKV / H.264
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RealTek based players, file management functions.
How it combines all these features into a
convenient system to operate featuring what we
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next few days before writing upur conclusion. As
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The package contents include the player, remote
control and a set of batteries, component cable
(low quality), SVideo cable and USB cable. A small
manual is provided in English and Spanish only.

Remde control is great although as usual needs to
be pointed at the player for operation. Soft
buttons make operating the remote fun and the
options seem well aligned.

At first glance, the remote does
contain all the buttons we
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during our media tests and confirm the remote is a
match for the product.

Before we start with the setup, we added a hard
drive into the NTR83. We are not totally satisfied
with how that went down. The unit is of plastic
complete and does not do justide the unit. Too
shiny and as it turns out, also inserting a hard
drive, the lid that closes the disk cabinet is
somewhat hard to push back in place due to the
sate cables being connected which leaves hardl
enough space to close the cover again. A bi
fiddling with the cable is needed so that it does
not prevent the lid to be closed again.

Initial Setup and Interface
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We fire up the unit (about 30 seconds) and get ¢
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good to see more languages supported ag a
provided in the manual.
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We can set the OSD language, DTV region, scan
channels, set the time and eventually setup our
wired lan. There is no default Wireless available
on the unit default (probably optional).

Once we passed thru these optignthe main
menu is provided which is rather simplistic and
does not reflect any HD level quality interface.

Browser




Five icons on top represent the possibilities of the
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These make up for your main selection options
after powering up the unit.

Record Schedule

TVIAV In Browser

File Manager

Before we start digging deeper into the IAMM
NTR83, we will complete the full setup of the
player and see what it has to offer under the hood
for us hungry medianthusiasts.
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the market, we have no high expectations as

mostly these units are launched as recorders more
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shift gears better between Record and Playback.
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The Setup Video Settings
i g a%o& f'\? in % Seq r‘ggeneral Video settings are more likeable with
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setup is your first activity on the player We cIearIy
recognizer the form style again from RealTek
products.

TV Settings

We can select the DTV Region and
conduct a channel scan here after
which we can rearrange the channels.
This simplistic presentation does not
play out in favor of Novatron as this is what the
channel settings look like in real time on TV.

. Sas aghédGsdamewdhére in the corner. This
could be due to us using SD resolution for
screenshot purposes but never the less, interfaces
must be scalable to whatever output is being used.

Audio

NB

Similar remarks as with other players
need to be made on the IAMM IRB3
as well. No tuned audio settings are

widescreen and 4:3, brightness and
contrast can be changed (no saturation

or HUE) and TV Output can be selected. A TV O
button is provided on the remote as wédlr easily
switching should you lose picture on TV by
choosing the wrong output. What is lacking here is
24p.
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then runs up from 480p up to 1080p. 720p and
1080i / 1080p are always provided in 50HZ anc
60HZ.

Recording

So far <we are still convinced the NTR8:
targets mainly folks looking for a digital

recorder and the ability to add external

analog components for recording. The
settings only confirm this so far by remaining
within the absolute basics.

Pogsile. Yo§ Rither pick analog Nead 2 Recording Quality can be set at HQ, SP, LP, EP ¢

digital. No options to select anything tailored to

DTS, AC3, WMA PRO and such. This is a small 15, 20 or 30 minutes.
gofiversencg &€ likg to hgve gn dengrayy and | yipon when pausing watching a channel or you car

prevent switching audio options too mafiynes.

SLP while creating auto chapters on the unit aftel
Tirfehift can be called

set the player to permanently use tirshift.



Recordings an be stored on both internal HDD or
attached USB storage which is quite likeable.
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REC Device

Network Settings

; Network settings are as usual on media
e& players featuring wired and wireless
Wy settings for DHCP and fixed settings.

Wireless seems optional by USB

dongks.

Settings for the integrated FTP are available in the
form of language selection and setting a username
and password.
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System Settings
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E updates, time and date settings (manual

bl Or via DVBI), parental control and
factory reset are stored under system
settings. Updates are unfortunately not live over
the internet and require USB stick or attached
storage as usual on many players. (We are
lobbying to change this)
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{Firmware Update

Photo Settings

In this section we get to play with ¢hintervals for

slideshow and slide effects of which 7 are
integrated and can be used one by one, randomly

or be disabled. Background music is either enabled

or disabled.

0 «
Phot

& 0

Background Music

Interface and Features

f I y 3 dib geb tarted, FahchidY thihgNaBout the Novatron

IAMM NTR83is that it comes with proper CSS
license meaning, attaching a USB DVD drive w
allow the unit to play commercial disks. This is
limited to DVD titles and off course not BRay.

Novatron did enhance the default interface that
usually come with RealTekKlittle bit adding icons
with colors however things remain below our
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clean but will become dull over time.

w DVD
& HDD
B USB

8 Network

® uPNP

§ Interet Radio

Network browsing is featured and will detect your
SMB sources however it looks like NF&issing
from the unit which is rather important.
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Internet radio is integrated however seems to
require adding channels manually only and no
predefined channels are available. | wonder why
shoutcast is not directly integrated or at least few
hundred chanels are added by default into more
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interesting at all:
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Internet Radio
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Ah well, UPnP is supported to have the unit work
with network UPnP applications like
TwonkyMedia. | did not see any other applications
to mention like Torrent stuff which in my opinion
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simultaneously properly as the performance is too
weak for multitasking.

There is a file manager integrated allowing os t
copy data from and Network sources or HDD and
USB.

] File Manager - Select Source Device

& HDD
s USB
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£ Network
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Did | mention the unit is reasonably silent
although you can hear the fan play with the wind?
Nothing disturbing but the danger with these small
fans is over time, they will become noisier.

When connecting the unit to PC, the power button
seems to do lite. Disconnecting it first boots the
player in video mode and can then eventually be
powered down. In addition, connecting the USB
cable in the rear USB slave port is hard and needs
quite a bit of pressure applied to either connect or
remove it.

We did na come across an option to format the
HDD or have any tools that aIIow us to do a disk
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seem to be mtegrated as those would need to
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formatting on the PC while connected over USB.
No biggie but again a step back in the convenience
the player could possibly reach. After renmay
the partition, the player does not allow selecting
the hard drive.

T P

8 (Network
8 UPNP
P Internet Radio

S NNE2 NA

NJJAu
g hec#
FEE RS Bt T ééﬁﬁfzo

LQY y20d &adz2NB @&2dz yzaA“SR\Edeo':Fda‘ybaékmé 2y YIye 27

O2YLISGAGARZ2Y LI &@SNEZX t’JK Xl Tx nSDtYaLJ

32Ay3 2y Ay aéyéNJ-f b & E%%‘% s F*isé j"%&ﬁ:f

the world no more. performance and what better to use for that than
K 2 yGigkiroundup 8ofai. R284 y2d 22 {he famous Batman Bird Sceim 1080p.

The IAMM NTR83 passed the test well with &
minor glitch in a freeze screen so the performance
of SMB is quite up to the task but could still be
improved and adding NFS would be even better.

We fire up a MKB file using internal subtitles anc
these can be selected using the subtitle button on
GKS NBY2GSd 1 26SOSNX ¢
unsupported and should be loaded together with
the internal subtitles since movies not contain all
languages people need. When no embeddec
subtitles are found,the external subtitles are
loaded.
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for aract r§ and the subs up an
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mng F by default We
no ccﬁor options avallable however there is
g separét”? su tlel\ﬁﬁnc l&"ﬁﬂﬂ %wde?
remote Il allow us to sync e sub tles
the movie should they be troublesome.

Size (Left, Right) : 56%

Op zijn zevende, zoals gewoonlijk is in Sparta,
werd hij weggehaald van zijn moeder...




Subtitle Sync: 0.0'Sec

Slow playback is supported ranging frorarmal
speed up to 1/18 of the normal speed. This is
great for looking at details on certain scenes
(which | sometimes do).
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function on the player that allows setting hours,
minutes and seconds as a fggapoint. In addition,

for titles with chapters, you can select chapters

and such. Overall so far the video section is

pleasing me but lacks some abilities.
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While we already mentioned the limitations with
MKV files and combining internal and external
subtitles (major issue for Europe), also the ZOOM
is quite disappointing with no progressive zoom
function whatsoever. The player features regular
size up to 8X ZOOM. No predefined ratios or
progressive thus.

A bookmark option is provided where a butto
press will create a bookmark and behold, the
NTR83 does feature a bookmark recall window
from where you can choose the file to resume and
GKIFIGQa 2dzad oNRftAlFYyGO®
is that we cannot make multiple bookmarks on a
single movie.
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As usual, give us a hand and we want an arm t
make it even more functional. We tested
bookmarks on DVD, regular Divx and MKV file
which all went well.

One step further, we test DVD playback and the
unit supports both IFO (VIDEO_TS) and IS
formats for D/D backups however we need to
browse the folders to reach the content on
video_ts. An option in setup to start DVD upon
entering the folder would be recommended or
perhaps they can use the Enter/OK button to enter
0KS T2t RSNJFYR atfl&é i

Important stuff then for the audio fans. DTS can be
down mixed in case you have no equipment to
decode the DTS. HD Audianist supported (as per
missing from the specifications).

Music and Pictures

As mentioned earlier, Internet radio is just an
empty screen and runs on feeding the NTR83 witl
a PLS or M3U playlist exported from online radic
station providers lik&Shoutcast

Music and images can lm®mbinedinside a folder
which in combination with he setup option
enabled, will play simultaneous music while having
a slideshow Nothing beats music and a nice
slideshow comlmation powered by some effects.
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